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What is DanDelion
Dandelion is a programme of activity which takes a unique approach to community growing, bringing 
together artists, makers, scientists, performers and technologists to deliver one of the largest creative growing 
initiatives ever undertaken across Scotland.  At the heart of Dandelion is the concept of ‘Sow, Grow and 
Share’ - not just food but ideas, knowledge and community. The project aims to make growing our own food as 
easy and accessible as possible to people of all ages. It will do this through an inventive 6-month long series 
of events and installations, combining food growing, music, cooking and public art in partnership with arts 
and community growing organisations across the country, culminating in a wave of Harvest celebrations – 
reimagined for the 21st century.

One of the key elements of our programme across Scotland in 2022 are two large scale, three-day, free public 
events, the Dandelion Festivals, taking place in June in Glasgow, and September in Inverness.  

The festivals are aimed at a broad audience, and will particularly welcome families and our wider 
communities. Inclusion, Diversity, Equalities and Accessibility (IDEA) is a key priority and supports our 
ambition to be a truly inclusive organisation. We wish to listen to and ensure that as many people as 
possible can access, engage and participate in our work. To support this, Dandelion has established an IDEA 
Assembly, an advisory group to inform and advise the development of the Dandelion programme and support 
the delivery of our IDEA commitments.  

The events will have the ‘Pavilion of Perpetual Light’ stage as their focus, a structure created from the 
Growing Cubes (compact vertical farms) which have been installed in schools and gardens across the country. 
The Pavilion simultaneously demonstrates the future of vertical growing and offers an eye-catching example 
of design and innovation. A programme of music acts (programmed by the Dandelion music team) will perform 
on the stage, and the adjacent acoustic Orchard Stage. 

The festival will also feature a village of Potting Sheds, each housing an artist or community organisation who 
can create participatory experiences to help to explore the themes, ideas and questions raised by Dandelion. 
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THE POTTING SHEDS - Aims
Our Aims for the Potting Sheds Programme: 

• To provide a platform for artists across all disciplines, creative producers, growers, food and environmental 
activists and those involved in science communication to help explore the themes and ideas of Dandelion. 

• To celebrate innovation through STEAM whilst honouring the role of the traditional in food production and 
creativity (STEAM is the educational approach which brings together science, technology, engineering, the 
arts and maths). 

• To develop a wider understanding of sustainable growing to enable children, young people and adults to 
creatively and sustainably grow and share fresh food together everywhere.

• To provide visitors with accessible information, presented in creative ways, on how to grow their own food, 
and what to do with their produce (whether this be to cook it beautifully or make it into installations!). 

• To stimulate conversation on how we value the food we eat, where it comes from and how we share it.

• To raise awareness of food poverty, and the environmental consequences of how we currently produce our 
food.

What we’re looking for proposals for two separate programmes: 

1. Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Artist Programme

2. Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Community Programme
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PROPOSAL 1  OVERVIEW: 
Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Artist Programme
Proposals for the Dandelion Festival Glasgow from individual artists or small groups, across any artistic 
discipline to offer inspiring, engaging activities for visitors which relate to any of the Dandelion ambitions or 
aims above. 

Activities/performances must be suitable for ‘walk through’ audiences of potentially hundreds of people 
throughout each festival day. 

Artists and makers who are willing to actively engage with communicate with visitors, describing their work 
and demonstrating how they can be involved. 

Activities must have a low environmental impact and produce as little waste as possible (we can advise on 
how to achieve this). 

We aim to programme a diverse range of activities, from diverse artists, which explore growing, food and 
cultural traditions/practices from different countries and heritages/cultures. We want your help in asking 
visitors interesting questions about our relationship to the natural world, to the environment, and how the 
arts help us to understand it better. We’re looking for creative approaches to these questions which might be 
playful, thoughtful, abstract or interrogative. 

Proposals are welcome from artists across Scotland. We can provide a flat fee to cover travel and 
accommodation of up to £400, for those based more than 50 miles from the festival sites. We encourage all 
participants to use sustainable travel methods to participate.

What we Offer:

• A fee of £350 per day x 3 festival days (17-19th June) plus one preparatory day at £350

• A small budget for resources/materials; please indicate your needs. This will be capped at £400.

• A dedicated Potting Shed from which to run your activity or showcase. 

• Some support from our creative team in the run up to the festival in shaping your activity, and creating 
informational signage to describe it for visitors. 

• Volunteer support on the day (support for the coordination of your activity, not its actual delivery to the public, 
which we expect you to provide).
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HOW TO APPLY : 
If you are interested in joing the Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Artist Programme 
please submit:
A proposal outlining how you will meet the brief. Please apply in a format that feels comfortable to you. This 
can be submitted in written, audio or video form. Please submit no more than 800 words. Please detail the 
activity you will provide, identify your intended target audience and provide details of previous relevant 
creative or participatory work. 

Please include information outlining your previous experience of community engagement. This could include: 
workshops; schools; delivering training; or participation in festivals and events.  

Examples of relevant work/demonstration of your artistic practice. Ideally these are links to your website or 
social media or photographs, please do not submit hard copy materials 

If you have any access requirements that you would like us to know about, please include these in your 
application. We will work with all applicants to ensure their access needs are met during the selection process 
and will ensure that access requirements are not a factor in our decision-making.

Experience of working with vulnerable people and an understanding of child protection issues are essential 
and the role requires you to provide evidence of an up-to-date PVG | Disclosure Scotland check. Please 
include your PVG number in your application; if you are in the process of applying for your PVG check please 
indicate this; we will expect to have completed registrations by 1st June.

Our Process:

Information Sessions:  Online information session will be held via Zoom on Tuesday 5th April, 3pm 
- 4pm and Wednesday 6th April, 7pm - 8pm. To join these sessions, please 
email info@dandelion.scot 

Proposal Submissions:  Proposals should be shared via emal- info@dandelion.scot stating that you are 
applying for the ARTIST PROGRAMME. If you have any issues with this please 
contact info@dandelion.scot

Deadline:  Friday 15th April, 5pm. Proposals will then be reviewed by our creative team, 
and members of the IDEA Assembly, advising Dandelion. 

Interviews:   On Friday 22nd April we will invite shortlisted applicants for a brief online 
interview with our creative team. We will notify all candidates of the outcomes of 
their application by 9th  May.

Please note that this application is for the Dandelion Festival – Glasgow in June 2022. If you wish to be 
considered for the Dandelion Festival – Inverness in September 2022 please email info@dandelion.scot

mailto:info%40dandelion.scot%20%20?subject=Glasgow%20Artist%20Programme
mailto:info%40dandelion.scot?subject=Glasgow%20Artist%20Programme
mailto:info%40dandelion.scot?subject=
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PROPOSAL 2 OVERVIEW: 
Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Community Programme
Proposals are sought for the Dandelion Festival Glasgow from community, voluntary or charity groups, 
societies or organisations to offer inspiring, engaging activities for visitors which relate to any of the 
Dandelion ambitions or aims above. We would like to platform community groups who are engaged in 
growing; environmental work; poverty alleviation; science communication; traditional or non-traditional 
farming and agriculture; sustainability. 

Your offer must be suitable for ‘walk through’ audiences of potentially hundreds of people throughout each 
festival day.

Groups who are willing to actively engage with and communicate with visitors, describing their work and 
demonstrating how they can be involved.

Activities must have a low environmental impact and produce as little waste as possible (we can advise on 
how to achieve this).

We aim to programme a diverse range of activities which explore global ideas and which encourage visitors 
to think about sustainable ways of living from many perspectives.

We are able to support a limited number of proposals from groups who live more than 50 miles from the 
festival site, who will be offered a travel and accommodation allowance (capped at £500). We encourage all 
participants to use sustainable travel methods. 

What we Offer:

• A fee of £500 per day per group x 3 festival days (17th-19th June) plus one preparatory day at £350.

• A small budget for resources/materials; please indicate your needs. This will be capped at £400. 

• A dedicated Potting Shed from which to run your activity or showcase. 

• Some support from our creative team in the run up to the festival in shaping your activity, and creating 
informational signage to describe it for the public. 

• Volunteer support on the day (support for the coordination of your activity, not its actual delivery to the public, 
which we expect you to provide).
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HOW TO APPLY: 
If you are interested in joining the Dandelion Festival Glasgow – Community 
Programme please submit:
A proposal outlining how you will meet the brief. Please apply in a format that feels comfortable to you. This 
can be submitted in audio, written or video form. Please submit no more than 800 words. 

Please detail the activity you will provide, your intended target audience, and any relevant activity that you as 
a group have delivered. Please include your organisation’s relevant public engagement experience.

Information about your organisation: how you are constituted, who is in your team, who will deliver the 
proposed activities 

If you have any access requirements that you would like us to know about, please include these in your 
application. We will work with all applicants to ensure their access needs are met during the selection process 
and will ensure that access requirements are not a factor in our decision-making.

Experience of working with vulnerable people and an understanding of child protection issues are essential 
and the role requires you to provide evidence of an up-to-date PVG | Disclosure Scotland check. We will 
accept a PVG transfer. Please include your PVG number in your application; if you are in the process of 
applying for your PVG check please indicate this; we will expect to have completed registrations by June 1st.

Our Process:

Information Sessions:  Online information session will be held via Zoom on Tuesday 5th April, 3pm 
- 4pm and Wednesday 6th April, 7pm - 8pm. To join these sessions, please 
email info@dandelion.scot 

Proposal Submissions:  Proposals should be shred via email- info@dandelion.scot stating that you are 
applying for the COMMUNITY PROGRAMME. If you have any issues with this 
please contact info@dandelion.scot

Deadline:  Friday 15th April, 5pm. Proposals will then be reviewed by our creative team, 
and members of the IDEA Assembly, advising Dandelion. 

Interviews:   On Friday 22nd April we will invite shortlisted applicants for a brief online 
interview with our creative team. We will notify all candidates of the outcomes of 
their application by 9th May.

Please note that this application is for the Dandelion Festival – Glasgow in June 2022. If you wish to be 
considered for the Dandelion Festival – Inverness in September 2022 please email info@dandelion.scot

mailto:info%40dandelion.scot%20%20?subject=Glasgow%20Artist%20Programme
mailto:info%40dandelion.scot?subject=Glasgow%20Communiy%20Programme
mailto:info%40dandelion.scot?subject=Glasgow%20Communiy%20Programme
mailto:info%40dandelion.scot?subject=

