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Dandelion Harvest
 

9 – 11 September
Dandelion set out this Spring to sow and grow in every part of Scotland. Now, on 9 – 11 September we invite everyone 
to come together and share the produce at Harvest events around the country.

The programmes followed the arc of the growing season, seeing 13 edible gardens spring up in unusual places across 
Scotland, whilst futuristic growing cubes travelled the country, popping up in schools, touring on bikes, and at museums 
and music festivals.

Children in over 450 primary schools have grown their own potatoes in 1500 tons of specially made growing mix, while 
75,000 vegetable plug plants have found new homes, distributed via our Free For Alls and are now being nurtured by 
new growers.

Now, from islands, to villages, to towns and cities we can now share what has been grown at one of hundreds of 
Dandelion Harvests, taking place in playgrounds, Unexpected Gardens and with 44 local groups who are making their 
own celebrations this September. 

Join us at one of the events near you or use this guide to Grow your own Harvest and celebrate with us wherever you are.

Grow Your Own Harvest
If you can’t make it to an event, why not grow your own Harvest? From a meal with friends and family, a doorstep dish 
swap with a neighbour or a cook-off competition with your street. The choice is yours! Whether you can grow a handful 
of herbs or a whole patch of potatoes you can join in and add to the many events already taking place.

Use this guide to help create your Dandelion Harvest. There are downloadable templates for you to create an invitation, 
plus recipe ideas and space to plan what you’ll do. Also find out more about harvest traditions and culture, and take 
inspiration from the past to imagine and create a sustainable harvest event relevant for today.

Register your event to appear on our digital map and join the hundreds of others celebrating Harvest across Scotland. 
The first 50 to sign up will receive a goody bag, with table decorations, bunting, stickers and serving utensils to help 
your event go with a swing and seeds and a seasonal growing calendar to support your growing journey towards next 
Harvest.

We’d love to see what you do, so don’t forget to share pictures of your event with us. Simply e-mail  
harvest@dandelion.scot or tag your post on social media #DandelionHarvest to see your image in our online gallery. 
Remember to ask permission of anyone in the image before sharing.

Happy Harvest!

mailto:harvest@dandelion.scot
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Harvest Traditions
Most cultures across the world celebrate 
their harvest in some way. A successful 
harvest is always something worthy of 
celebration! For centuries, these festivities 
have provided annual opportunities not just 
to celebrate the safe securing of the crop, but 
to cement and celebrate community identity 
and belonging. It is a time to celebrate both 
the achievements of the past year and look 
hopefully to the future. A successful harvest 
is crucial to everyone’s well-being and 
survival. With the increasing unpredictability 
of our food supply due to climate change, 
we need to build local and community food 
system resilience. Learning to grow our own 
food can be part of that picture. Traditional 
harvest festivals in Scotland have themes of 
cooperation, creativity, hospitality, generosity, 
and fairness - qualities which are common to 
harvest celebrations across the world. 

Harvest knots. Image courtesy of Elaine Lindsay, www.somethingcorny.co.uk  

Daisy, Maeve and Aoibhe at the Latha Buana (Harvest 
Festival), Fearnag Growers, Farr, 2020. Image: David Lintern

http://www.somethingcorny.co.uk
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How might you celebrate?
Here are some ideas below. 
• Give your event a name – this could be your family name, your street name or the name of your allotment 

group or community garden space.

• Write your invitation list. Who would you like to come to your event and why?

• Plan the food. What foods would you like to serve at your celebration? Do you have something homegrown 
that you can cook? It doesn’t have to be complicated – a big bowl of soup or tatties cooked up as chips are 
some of the best Harvest foods! See our recipe pages for some inspiration.

• Design and make some decorations. Most harvest festivals in Scotland and around the world involve 
decorating the space that will be used for the celebration.

• Make up your own harvest games. Many harvest games used to try to predict the future, but there are many 
possibilities of games you might like to make up.

• Come up with a harvest competition. Maybe it’s the biggest homegrown vegetable or the most creative dish. 
You decide!

• Learn some harvest songs to sing or make a playlist of your favorite playlist. You can find some in the 
Dandelion music resource here

Is there anyone in your family or neighbourhood who remembers taking part in the harvest festivals in their 
part of the world? What do they remember about it? 

https://cdn-dandelion.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/dandelion-music/index.html
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Planning Your Harvest Event
If it is useful, use this table to begin to answer some questions for your harvest event.  There will be more 
questions to answer of course, but answering these will get you started.  

Share your ideas and write down your decisions.

• Register your Harvest and it’ll appear
on our digital map so that people can see
how many events are taking place across
Scotland. We will display the name of
your event but people won’t be able to
find your address or visit

• Invite people. You can use our template 
invitations to let people know. Template 
on website.

• Organise – arrange the venue, plan the
food, make the decorations and decide
what other activities you might do

 

ACTIVITY

• Plan your shared meal: How will the 
food be served? Will you share food? 
Will each person bring their own food? 

• Will you or your guests need tables and 
chairs or picnic blankets? What cutlery 
and crockery will be needed? 

• What decorations will you make?  
Harvest knots made from straw? Your 
own decorations? Flags? Bunting? 
Something else?

• Capture the event: Take images and 
videos of your event – ensuring you 
have people’s consent. Share them with 
Dandelion and we’ll display them on our 
digital gallery. Email them to us at 
Harvest@dandelion.scot and tag us 
#AnythingGrows

• Plan for the next growing season



This resource was developed by Dandelion with input from our 
creative ethnologists, Steve Byrne, Mairi McFadyen and Gary 
West, Fèis Rois Chief Executive, Fiona Dalgetty, and Eve Keepax 
from Keep Scotland Beautiful. Thank you to David McCormack, 
Fife Pupil Support Service, Rita Karikas, Millburn Academy and 
Sara MacMillan at The Kitchen at 44 King Street for the recipes
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Visit the
 DandelionDandelion website

https://dandelion.scot



