
DANDELION FESTIVAL
Northern Meeting Park | Inverness

02-04 SEPTEMBER 2022

Call for Caterers
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ABOUT DANDELION 
Dandelion is an ambitious creative programme demonstrating the power of collective action in a unique 
‘grow your own’ initiative for modern times. Commissioned by EventScotland and funded via the Scottish 
Government, it is Scotland’s contribution to Unboxed.

Driven by the concept of ‘Sow, Grow, Share’ – not just food but ideas, music, scientific knowledge, and 
community – Dandelion takes a unique approach to community growing, bringing together artists, makers, 
scientists, performers and technologists to present events and programmes across Scotland – from its 
remotest islands to the centres of its great cities – as well as online through films and digital activities.

It is an exciting new creative initiative taking place across Scotland in 2022 that takes a unique approach 
to community growing; aiming to inspire hundreds of thousands of people to get involved in a national 
programme of sowing, growing, live music and cooking together, culminating in hundreds of harvest festival 
events across the country

Read more about Dandelion and the team involved at Dandelion here.

https://dandelion.scot
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DANDELION FESTIVAL DETAILS
(Inverness) 
Date:   

Site:   

Opening times 

Audience 

Friday 02, Saturday 03 & Sunday 04 September 2022

Northern Meeting Park, Inverness

Friday: 11:00-22:00
Saturday: 11:00-22:00
Sunday: 11:00-18:00

Inter-generational:

• Families with children

• Young adults: 18 -24

• Adults: 25+

• Older people: 55+

Estimated total attendance over three days: 15,000 - 17,000
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ABOUT DANDELION FESTIVAL 
(Inverness)
Dandelion will host a family friendly, three-day free festival in Northern Meeting Park - Inverness this year 
with a fun packed programme of live music, walk about theatre, science, interactive workshops, discussions, 
ideas, horticulture, and a menu of locally grown food. Joyful, inspiring and thought provoking, the Dandelion 
Festival will be a major cultural event in the city’s event calendar and a place where communities, artists, 
musicians, scientists, technology, theatre, growing and food converge; creating a space, where people from 
Scotland and beyond can reconnect, share, explore and reimagine their relationship with food and planet. 

Access to the festival will be free each day and will be accessible on a first-come-first-served, non-ticketed, 
free flow basis. Some events will be targeted at specific audiences, for example school groups. The audience 
for this high-profile festival is likely to include the many residents and students who regularly frequent the 
park, community organisations, musicians and music fans, artists and thinkers, school groups, families, those 
interested in growing, horticulture, science and the environment, and media. The site will be programmed to 
attract families in the daytime, and more an adult audience late afternoon and into the evening.  

Over the three festival days, the festival site will be transformed with a multi-dimensional creative programme, 
including live music and featuring ground-breaking artists, family focused activities, walkabout theatre, a talks 
programme, main stage and acoustic stage and digital installations. 

In keeping with our mission to inspire more people to ‘Sow, Grow, Share’ our food experience will be central 
to the Dandelion Festival experience, as we seek to encourage audiences to reimagine their relationship with 
community, food and planet. 

Sustainability will be a key criterion against which all infrastructure, services and structures will be measured 
against. 

Food & Drink

We are looking for caterers who are sustainable food ambassadors and use ethical and locally sourced 
products to join us for festival that will be a celebration of people, place, and food.

The site will offer food and drink for sale from up to eight established, independent food traders, plus a 
speciality hot drink stall, along with a fully licensed event bar. 

All food and drink service providers are required to adhere to the principles of Scotland’s Food Charter for 
Events. The Charter promotes a sustainable approach in the method of food delivery from start to finish, 
encourages food that is fresh, in season, and meets appropriate quality assurance standards. Food safety, 
Fair Trade, sustainable fisheries and animal welfare must also be considered. Service providers will be 
required to prove that their menus and production methods comply with the principals of the Food Charter. 
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Dandelion will provide:

• 24-Hour Security

• Cleansing services and FOH & BOH bins

• Access to potable water for traders to fill their containers

• 24 Hour power

Trader Load In Wednesday 31 August

License Inspection (Provisional) Thursday 01 September

Dates of Operation
Friday 02 September (11:00 – 22:00) 
Saturday 03 September (11:00 – 22:00 
Sunday 04 September (11:00 – 18:00

Load Out after event Sunday 04 September



CALL FOR CATERING
Expression of Interest

• To ensure that all of our visitors have an unforgettable experience, every aspect of their visit must be of 
the highest possible standard. To help us achieve this, we are looking for a number of high-quality catering
outlets for the Dandelion Festival (Inverness) 2022.

• The event will host a wide variety of cuisines. We are looking for savoury, sweet, and hot and cold drinks.
It’s vital that caterers appeal to a broad, family centric audience and offer children’s portions at a reduced
price.

• Catering units will be operational during the festival opening hours. It is therefore critical that all catering
outlets have an excellent daytime and evening aesthetic.

• All catering outlets must provide a range of high quality, freshly made, affordable products. Priority will be 
given to caterers able to demonstrate a commitment to sustainable food, using seasonal, fresh, ethically,
and locally sourced ingredients.

• All caterers will be required to have their own aesthetically appealing stand-alone food truck or trailer, for
which images will need to be provided. We regret that we cannot accept applications from traders with a
gazebo set up.

• All catering outlets will be expected to operate on all days of the event run.

• Once installed on site, all catering units must remain on site until the end of the event run - even if they are 
a vehicle.

• In addition to concession charges, all caters will incur utilities and waste management fees at cost - these 
will be outlined pre-contract stage.

• Caterers will be required to provide full size portions and children’s portions, as well as where appropriate
vegetarian and vegan alternatives. This will be assessed across the portfolio of catering across the site    .

• All food must be served in on disposables made from either wood, paper/cardboard, or leaves, this
includes straws and pizza trays (pizza boxes are not permitted). Regular checks will be carried out
throughout the festival. The use of polystyrene and all single use plastics such as straws and stirrers is
strictly prohibited.

• No alcohol sales are permitted from the concession stands.

• All concessions will need to be self-sufficient within the footprint of their infrastructure. The event will
provide the  following resources for each outlet at the fees outlined below:

• Power feed up to a maximum of supply of two 63A single phase power

• Provision for concessions to dispose of waste

• Access to a water standpipe, but not a connection to each unit Pitch Fees
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Pitch Fees
• A rate of £100 + VAT per metre length of your unit (including tow bar) will be charged.

• £20 per day (£60 in total) will be charged for site waste management

Utilities Fee 
Charged based upon the following power feeds (as required)

• £55 +VAT per day up to 63A feed

• £45 +VAT per day up to 32A feed

• £35 +VAT per day up to 16A feed

Payment Terms
• A deposit of 50% of the full pitch fee (including power, waste & utilities) is required within 48hrs of being 

issued a contract for the pitch. (Deposit is non- refundable)

• Final balance payment is required no later than 14 August 2022

7



8

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
We want the event to be profitable for all traders, so are limiting the number of food trader to the below.

Essential Criteria
1. Locally sourced & seasonal products

2. Fish derived from sustainable sources (MSC/Organic certified)

3. All meat products to be Red Tractor and/or RSPCA (Halal options will also be accepted)

4. All food packaging must be made from either wood, paper, cardboard or leaves and this includes 
straws and pizza trays (No pizza boxes permitted)

5. No single use plastics or polystyrene

6. All caterers must offer a vegetarian and gluten free offer

Desirable Criteria

1. Provision of vegan offer

2. Menu to reflect the diversity of contemporary Scotland

3. Actively promote food provenance to public through unit signage/ branding and by displaying any 
certification and/or policy

Hot Food Traders 8 PITCHES

Speciality Hot Drinks
 Fair trade coffee & tea & sweet treats 1 PITCH

Ice Cream 1 PITCH

Priority will be given to providers of innovative cuisine, representing local, national, and international flavours, 
utilising fresh, locally sourced and seasonal fair-trade produce, served in fully compostable packaging. 

This form constitutes an expression of interest. If you wish to be considered as an official caterer at 
Dandelion Festival (Inverness), please complete and return this document no later than midday on 
Thursday 28 July 2022 by email to: jenny.howard-coombes@dandelion.scot

Please include a link in your email to an online storage such as Google Docs or Dropbox to access of your 
mandatory paperwork.

Applications which do not include required paperwork will not be considered.

Applications will be reviewed, and you will be notified no later than Thursday 28 July 2022 if you have been 
allocated a stand.

Priority will be given to vendors that meet our essential and desired criteria as outlined below:

mailto:jenny.howard-coombes%40dandelion.scot?subject=Catering%20Application


Application Form
Organisation Name:  

Contact number: 

Email:

Social Links:

Contact Names: 

Email:

Registered business address:

Correspondence address (if different to above):

Please briefly describe your catering offer (please consider our values and essential/desirable criteria):

Unit size IN METERS (must cover full size including tow bar – checks will be made on site):  

Length(M) Width (M)
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Please check box to confirm your power requirements: 

Up to a 63amp feed (£55 per day)

Local, sustainably sourced produce

MSC/Organic Certification (fish products)

Up to a 32amp feed (£45 per day)

Fair Trade produce

Vegetarian offer

Up to a 16amp feed (£35 per day)

Red Tractor/RSPCA Freedom Food Assurance (meat products) 

Vegan offer

Local authority Food Hygiene registration: 

Checklist - please indicate which of the following apply to the products you offer: 

Please check box to indicate that you are including the following essential documentation with your 
application:

Photographs of the unit you want to bring to the festival

HACCP policy

Gas Safety Certificate if using gas

Photographs of your food

COSH policy

Pat Test Certificate: IF IT HAS A PLUG IT NEEDS A PAT TEST STICKER WITH DATE. 
Unless appliance is Under 1 Year Old – if so please supply proof of purchase

Fixed Electrics Electrical Certificate

Sustainability policy detailing local sourcing/ Vegware / your recycling

Food hygiene certificate of Level 2 or above for all staff handling food

Health and safety policy

Fire extinguisher certificate

Public liability insurance for £5 million AND employers’ liability for £10 million

Outdoor risk assessment

10
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Completed allergen chart for menu being sold

Full menu showing all items, including drinks, Gluten free / Veggie / Vegan / Halal options, including 
at least one children’s menu option at a reduced price

Covid risk assessment

Method statement

Internal layout diagram, showing hand wash sink and other sink and equipment

Confirmation of registration with a local authority, e.g. PASS certificate

Fire risk assessment

NCASS number - if applicable

Pressure test if brining a cappuccino machine

Please note: Failure to comply with our minimum standards on site during random inspections will result in 
you being asked to stop trading.

If you are successful in your application to secure a catering pitch at Dandelion Festival 2022, you will be 
required to pay a non-refundable deposit of 50% of the total fee (including waste and power charges) within 
48 hrs of being issued a contract. The final balance is required no later than Thursday 14 August 2022. 

Please check this box to confirm that you accept the above payment terms: 

Signed on behalf of the Trader:

Position:

Name of Individual:

Business Name:

Date (DD.MM.YYYY):

Signature:

Please return this application form and link to the supporting documentation to 
jenny.howard-coombes@dandelion.scot no later than midday on Thursday 28 July 2022. 

Applications received without paperwork, or beyond this deadline will not be considered.

mailto:jenny.howard-coombes%40dandelion.scot?subject=Catering%20Application
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